
Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question.

Marissa read an article about the importance of seat belts as a safety feature in
vehicles. She wrote this paper to explain the importance of wearing seat belts. Read
Marissa's paper and look for any revisions she should make. When you finish reading,
answer the questions that follow.

Buckle Up

(1) Although cars are very useful, they can also be unsafe. (2) Wearing a

seat belt can reduce serious crash-related injuries and deaths by 50o/o according

to the National Highway Traff ic Safety Administration. (3) In an attempt to show

the safety a seat belt provides, the U.S. Department of Transportation has

worked di l igently to increase awareness and gain support from law enforcement

and car manufacturers. (4) Seat belts are important to wear.

(5) Since 1985, the U.S. Department of Transportation's National Highway

Traffic and Safety Administration and the Ad Council have partnered together to

make the public aware of the importance of wearing seat belts, (6) By creating

public safety advert isements that show the dangers of not wearing a seat belt,



they hope to persuade them to buckle up, (7) The impact of the crash sends the

crash dummies smashing through the windshie ld.  (B)  In  addi t ion to  the shocking

visual, the announcements close with a clever statement that conveys the

message in  very s imple but  c lear  terms:  "Don' t  be a dummy: buck le up."

(9) Car manufacturers have also strongly encouraged drivers to buckle up

through innovative technology buil t  into cars. (10) Cars now have a warning

sound that is used to remind drivers to buckle up when they are not wearing a

seat  be l t ,  (11)  Unt i l  the seat  be l t  is  buck led,  the sound wi l l  cont inue a ler t ing the

driver. (12) This technology is a very effective tool, and as technology continues

to evolve, new, more convincing methods wil l  develop.

(13) Police have also played a strong role in making sure drivers and

passengers wear seat belts, (14) They have done this by cracking down on

people who refuse to buckle up. (15) One way traff ic police work to enforce seat

belt laws is through conducting random checks on cars, (16) By issuing citat ions

for drivers and passengers not wearing seat belts, they have greatly increased the

number of people that buckle up. (17) Such a penalty forces people to

understand the importance of obeying seat belt laws where it  matters most to

many people- in  the i r  wal le ts !

(18) The problem of people suffering injuries in car accidents wil l  never

disappear entirely. (19) However, educating drivers about the safety a seat belt

provides has proven to be effective. (20) With common sense being used,

technology, and the police wil l  support, more and more people wil l  buckle up in

the future.
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